
 

 

   

The Weekly Messenger – September 5, 2021 

St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church 
237 North 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103   215-563-0979  

Website:  https://stjohnsphila.org 

Email address: info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Epistle: 1 Corinthians 9:2-12     Gospel: Mark 18:23-35 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Thursday, Sept 9th ZOOM Parish Council meeting 7:00 pm all welcome to sign on! 

Sept 8th Nativity of the Theotokos 

Sept 12th Luncheon to welcome Father Giorgi, Nino and their children to our Parish 

               Sunday School begins - Blessing of the Backpacks Following the Divine Liturgy 

Sept 14th Elevation of the Holy Cross – we will celebrate this Feastday on Sept 12th. 

Sept 19th Margarit Lazi 6-month Memorial 

Sept 23-25 Albanian Archdiocesan Assembly Worcester MA 

Oct 3rd   Thank you luncheon for Father Dennis – Oct 3rd is also Fr. Dennis’ Nameday! 
 

Coffee Hour If you are able to sponsor an upcoming coffee hour   The following dates are 

in need of sponsors: Oct 17th, Nov 28th, Dec 12th, Dec 26th  All other dates have been filled.  

 

CLICK: sign up for coffee hour  or sign-up on the sheet posted in the side vestibule at church   

Sept 5th Edlira, Sonja, Erkanda 

Sept 12th Luncheon to honor and welcome Father Giorgi and his family 

Sept 19th Andrea & Natasha Lazi in memory of Margarit 

Sept 26th Sunday School Hot Dog Sale 

Oct 3rd Darien & Blerina Kokalari 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon (2years on Sept. 1st), the 644,000 

victims of the Covid-19 virus, Joseph Stefani, Skender Elbasani, George Robos, Marc 

Johnson, Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women who have fallen asleep in 

the Lord. If you have a name to add to the Commemorations for the departed or the living, 

please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, those suffering 

with the Covid-19 virus, Archbishop Anastasios, Father Gregory Dudash, Newly illuminated 

Vincent, Darien & Blerina Kokalari, Betty Subashi, Kim, Stephen Petro, Vicki, Hajri 

Xhoxhaj, Dorothy Tomassini, Marie Portway (Nancy Ghicondey’s Mother), Joyce & 

Maurice Robert (Christine Dardaris’ Mom & Dad), Lisa Kosta Bowser, Lee Gedremenc, 

Evangeline Prifti, Virginia Daka, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Lefteri, and the men and 

women serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

September giving:  snacks for Sunday school 
 
 

 

NEXT Sunday September 12th we will have a “Blessing of the Backpacks” following 

the Divine Liturgy. All students are encouraged to bring their backpacks to church. It is a 

great way to begin the school year!  This will be the first time Father Giorgi will “Bless 

the Backpacks”. He is looking forward to this event and we hope many students and their 

families attend! We will also have a welcome luncheon for Father Giorgi & his family. 
 

Eleventh Sunday after Pentecost: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

wished to settle accounts with his servants. When he began the reckoning, one was brought to 

him who owed him ten thousand talents; and as he could not pay, his lord ordered him to be 

sold, with his wife and children and all that he had, and payment to be made. So the servant 

fell on his knees, imploring him, ‘Lord, have patience with me, and I will pay you 

everything.’ And out of pity for him the lord of that servant released him and forgave him the 

debt. “But that same servant, as he went out, came upon one of his fellow servants who owed 

him a hundred denarii; and seizing him by the throat he said, ‘Pay what you owe.’ So his 

fellow servant fell down and besought him, ‘Have patience with me, and I will pay you.’ He 

refused and went and put him in prison till he should pay the debt. “When his fellow servants 

saw what had taken place, they were greatly distressed, and they went and reported to their 

lord all that had taken place. Then his lord summoned him and said to him, ‘You wicked 

servant! I forgave you all that debt because you besought me; and should not you have had 

mercy on your fellow servant, as I had mercy on you?’ And in anger his lord delivered him to 

the jailers, till he should pay all his debt. So also my heavenly Father will do to everyone of 

you, if you do not forgive your brother from your heart.” 

 

Nativity of the Theotokos – September 8thIn addition to the 

celebration of the Annunciation, there are three major feasts in the 

Church honoring Mary, the Theotokos. The first of these is the feast of 

her nativity which is kept on the eighth of September.  

The record of the birth of Mary is not found in the Bible. The 

traditional account of the event is taken from the apocryphal writings 

which are not part of the New Testament scriptures. The traditional teaching which is 

celebrated in the hymns and verses of the festal liturgy is that Joachim and Anna were a pious 

Jewish couple who were among the small and faithful remnant—“the poor and the needy”—

who were awaiting the promised messiah. The couple was old and childless. They prayed 

earnestly to the Lord for a child, since among the Jews barrenness was a sign of God’s 

disfavor. In answer to their prayers, and as the reward of their unwavering fidelity to God, the 

elderly couple was blessed with the child who was destined, because of her own personal 

goodness and holiness, to become the Mother of the Messiah-Christ.  READ MORE 
 

September Namedays Për shumë vjet! 

September 5th    Saint Zachariah  September 14th     Elevation of the Cross 

September 5th    Saint Elizabeth   September 17th     Saint Stavros 

September 9th    Saint Anna              September 17th     Martyr Sophia 
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