
 

 

  

The Weekly Messenger – May 9, 2021 
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Epistle: Acts of the Apostles 5:12-20            Gospel: John 20:19-31 
 

 CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

  KRISHTI U NGJALL! VERTET U NGJALL! 
 

Upcoming Events: 

May 9th 2-yr Memorial Peter Melnik       May 9th is also Mother’s Day! 

May 16th 40-Day Memorial Charles Burdumy  Coffee hour sponsored by the Burdumy      

                     Family to follow. 

Monday, May 17th ZOOM Parish Council Meeting 7:00 pm 

June 27th 6-month Memorial Nick Zoto 
 

Mother’s Day: Mother's Day in the United States is annually held on the second Sunday of 

May. It celebrates motherhood and it is a time to appreciate mothers and mother figures. 

Including:  Godmothers, grandmothers, great-grandmothers, stepmothers, foster mothers, 

aunts and important women in our lives 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, Archpriest Antonio Perdomo,  

the 573,000 victims of the Covid-19 virus, Peter Melnik (3 yrs.), Charles Burdumy, Diane 

Mallios, Jorgaq Lico, Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women who have 

fallen asleep in the Lord. If you have a name to add to the Commemorations for the departed 

or the living, please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, those suffering 

with the Covid-19 virus, Archbishop Anastasios, Bishop Daniel, Father Gregory Dudash, 

Hajri Xhoxhaj, Jani Xhoxhi, Dorothy Tomassini, Marie Portway (Nancy Ghicondey’s 

Mother), Joyce & Maurice Robert (Christine Dardaris’ Mom & Dad), Jim Ghicondey, Lisa 

Kosta Bowser, Lee Gedremenc, Evangeline Prifti, Virginia Daka, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, 

Lefteri, and the men and women serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

Father Gregory Dudash Is home from the hospital following a heart attack. Please keep 

Father Gregory in your prayers 
 

Coffee Hour will resume this Sunday. Weather permitting we will gather outside in the 

church parking lot. When those attending feel comfortable and guidelines permit, we will 

resume indoor coffee hour in the church hall. There is plenty of room to socially distance in 

the hall. We are asking for volunteers to sponsor coffee hour. If you are able to please contact 

info@stjohnsphila.org 

 

Saint Thomas Sunday: Antipascha Every day during the week of 

Easter, called Bright Week by the Church, the paschal services are 

celebrated in all their splendor. The Easter baptismal procession is 

repeated daily. The royal gates of the sanctuary remain open. The joy 

of the Resurrection and the gift of the Kingdom of eternal life continue 

to abound. Then, at the end of the week, on Saturday evening, the 

second Sunday after Easter is celebrated in remembrance of the 

appearance of Christ to the Apostle Thomas “after eight days” (Jn 

20.26).  The Sunday after Easter, called the Second Sunday, is thus the 

eighth day of the paschal celebration, the last day of Bright Week. It is 

therefore called the Antipascha, and it was only on this day in the early church that the 

newly-baptized Christians removed their robes and entered once again into the life of this 

world. 

Though the doors were shut at the dwelling where the disciples were gathered for fear of the 

Jews on the evening of the Sunday after the Passover, our Saviour wondrously entered and 

stood in their midst, and greeted them with His customary words, "Peace be unto you." Then 

He showed unto them His hands and feet and side; furthermore, in their presence, He took 

some fish and a honeycomb and ate before them, and thus assured them of His bodily 

Resurrection. But Thomas, who was not then present with the others, did not believe their 

testimony concerning Christ's Resurrection, but said in a decisive manner, "Except I shall see 

in His hands the print of the nails, and put my finger into the print of the nails, and thrust my 

hand into His side, I will not believe." Wherefore after eight days, that is, on this day, when 

the disciples were again gathered together and Thomas was with them, the Lord Jesus came 

while the doors were shut, as He did formerly. Standing in their midst, He said, "Peace be 

unto you"; then He said to Thomas, "Bring hither thy finger, and behold my hands; and bring 

hither thy hand, and thrust it into My side: and be not unbelieving, but believing." 

And Thomas, beholding and examining carefully the hands and side of the Master, cried out 

with faith, "My Lord and my God." Thus he clearly proclaimed the two natures - human and 

divine - of the God-man (Luke 24:36-49; John 20:19-29). 

This day is called Antipascha (meaning "in the stead of Pascha," not "in opposition to 

Pascha") because with this day, the first Sunday after Pascha, the Church consecrates every 

Sunday of the year to the commemoration of Pascha, that is, the Resurrection. 

 

We have only received information for TWO Graduates. We know there are many 

more! Please send information about the graduates in your family, College, High School, 

8th Grade, pre-school, etc. We would love to acknowledge and congratulate our 

graduates.  Send an email to  info@stjohnsphila.org Include the name of the graduate and 

the school from which they graduated. For 8th grade let us know what high school they 

will be attending next year, HS grads if they are attending college, the name of the 

college, or career path. College graduates, their degree and plans for the future. We 

would also like the proud parents and grandparents’ names. Let’s give them some 

recognition. Thank-you! 
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