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The Sunday before the Elevation of the Cross: A week before the 

feast day of the Universal Elevation of the Holy Cross, the Orthodox 

Church prepares the faithful through Scriptural readings, prayer and 

acts of good deeds to celebrate the event of the finding of the precious 

and life-giving Cross of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Among the 

many symbols of the Christian Faith the Holy Cross is considered the 

most important. It is the symbol of Christianity. It is the symbol of 

Christ’s victory over death. It is the weapon against all evil forces. It is 

the power of the Saints. It is the flag under which the righteous fought against Satan.  

September 14th is the date for The Elevation of the Holy Cross.   We will celebrate the 

feast day on Sunday, September 13th.  
 

 

 

Congratulation and Many Years Ana Melikishvili and Irakli 

Nadareishvili and their son Lucas who was baptized on Aug 29th. 

Lucas proud Godparents are George Gongadze, Lizi Kavtaradze, 

Andrew Jorjikia, David Bakradze and Vakhtang Chkhvimiani. 

May God Bless all of you! 
 

Reader Chris: We are happy to report Reader Chris Manosis has returned home from the 

rehabilitation center. He is getting stronger every day and hopes to return to church soon. 

Chris thanks those who called and sent him cards. Much appreciated! 
 

Sunday School Director Steve Coraluzzi and the Sunday school teachers are planning 

some virtual sessions. If you would like you children to participate please email  

sundayschool  At this point we are not sure when in person Sunday school will return. 
 

Church Lower Roofs need to be repaired/replaced. We have two estimates and would 

like to receive a third. If you know a reliable contractor please call 215-563-0978 or 

email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, The victims of the 911 attack, 

the 192,000 victims of Covid-19 virus, Thimi (Jimmy) Daka, Deacon Stephen Stefani 

and those servicemen and women who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of 

their Country  
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, the victims of 

the 911 attack, those suffering with the Covid-19 virus, Metropolitan Theodosius, Reader 

Chris Manosis, Newly Illuminated Lucas, Irakli, Ana, George, Lizi, Andrew, David, 

Vakhtang, Linda Turner, Jim Ghicondey, Karen, Sophia Sarkos (Michele’s sister), Lisa 

Kosta Bowser, Lee Gedremenc, Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, Lisa Kelley, Donna 

Hlavcek, Virginia Daka, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, and the men and 

women serving in the Armed Forces. . If you have a name to add to the Commemorations 

for the departed or the living please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Upcoming Events:  

Sept 13th Coffee Hour and Fellowship Returns 

Sept 14th Elevation of the Holy Cross (we will commemorate this feast day on Sept 13th) 

Sept 25th Albanian Archdiocesan Assembly via ZOOM 

Oct 7th Parish Council Meeting Via ZOOM 7:00pm 

Oct 10th Baptism Natalie Zodelava daughter of Sopoi Zodelava 

Oct 24th Baptism Sophia Grace Garcia daughter of Florina & Drew Garcia 
 

Many Thanks to those who have recently sent in a donation/pledge. You can pledge or 

make another donation online by clicking DONATE  

Fourteenth Sunday After Pentecost  

To Be Chosen for The Kingdom 

The Lord spoke this parable: “The kingdom of heaven may be compared to a king who 

gave a marriage feast for his son, and sent his servants to call those who were invited to 

the marriage feast; but they would not come. Again, he sent other servants, saying, ‘Tell 

those who are invited, Behold, I have made ready my dinner, my oxen and my fat calves 

are killed, and everything is ready; come to the marriage feast.’ But they made light of it 

and went off, one to his farm, another to his business, while the rest seized his servants, 

treated them shamefully, and killed them. But when the king heard of it he was angry, and 

he sent his troops and destroyed those murderers and burned their city. Then he said to his 

servants, ‘The wedding is ready, but those invited were not worthy. Go therefore to the 

thoroughfares, and invite to the marriage feast as many as you find.’ And those servants 

went into the streets and gathered all whom they found, both bad and good; so the wedding 

hall was filled with guests. “But when the king came in to look at the guests he saw there a 

man who had no wedding garment; and he said to him, ‘Friend, how did you get in here 

without a wedding garment?’ And he was speechless. Then the king said to the servants, 

‘Bind him hand and foot, and cast him into the outer darkness; there men will weep and 

gnash their teeth.’ For many are called, but few are chosen.” 
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