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 Epistle: Ephesians 2:14-22    Gospel: Luke 12:16-21 
 

 

Leavetaking of the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos Into the Temple Commemorated 

on November 25 According to Holy Tradition, the Entry of the Most Holy Theotokos into 

the Temple took place in the following manner. The parents of the Virgin Mary, Saints 

Joachim and Anna, praying for an end to their childlessness, vowed that if a child were born 

to them, they would dedicate it to the service of God. When the Most Holy Virgin reached 

the age of three, the holy parents decided to fulfill their vow. They gathered together their 

relatives and acquaintances, and dressed the All-Pure Virgin in Her finest clothes. Singing 

sacred songs and with lighted candles in their hands, virgins escorted Her to the Temple (Ps. 

44/45:14-15). There the High Priest and several priests met the handmaiden of God. In the 

Temple, fifteen high steps led to the sanctuary, which only the priests and High Priest could 

enter. (Because they recited a Psalm on each step, Psalms 119/120-133/134 are called 

“Psalms of Ascent.”) The child Mary, so it seemed, could not make it up this stairway. But 

just as they placed Her on the first step, strengthened by the power of God, She quickly went 

up the remaining steps and ascended to the highest one. Then the High Priest, through 

inspiration from above, led the Most Holy Virgin into the Holy of Holies, where only the 

High Priest entered once a year to offer a purifying sacrifice of blood. Therefore, all those 

present in the Temple were astonished at this most unusual occurrence. 

https://oca.org/saints/lives/2013/11/25/103392-leavetaking-of-the-entry-of-the-most-holy-

theotokos-into-the-tem 

 

Updated Parish Directories are available: If you would like an updated parish directory 

please email info@stjohnsphila.org and a directory will be emailed to you.  
 

Parishioner News: The Prifti Family is looking for a part time companion (paid 

position) for Evangeline Prifti. Evangeline lives in Media PA. If you or someone you 

know is interested in this position please contact Joanne Prifti Nicholas at 847-404-7665. 
 

Upcoming Events:  

Saturday Nov 28th Albanian Flag Day 

Wednesday Dec 2nd Parish Council Meeting 7:00 pm ZOOM 

Dec 6th 40 Day Memorial Raphael Theokary 

Thursday Dec 24th Christmas Eve Liturgy 4:30 pm 
 

 

 

 

Albanian Flag Day: November 28 marks the declaration of independence by Albania 

after the collapse of the Ottoman Empire in 1912.  Proclaimed during the National 

Assembly of Vlora, on that date the flag was officially accepted as the symbol of the 

independent nation of Albania.  We are very proud of our Albanian Heritage! 

 

Pandemic Update:  As the months have progressed, we have been following public 

health protocols for those attending the Divine Liturgy in person. Temperatures are taken 

prior to entering the church, masks must be worn inside the church, parishioners are 

seated 6’ apart, hand sanitizer is available at multiple locations, books and prayer cards 

are not kept in the pews, separate spoons for Communion and the Meshe is placed in cups 

for the faithful. We open windows to introduce fresh air and will continue to do so during 

the winter months – so be sure to dress appropriately.  

 
 

The number of parishioners who are able to attend the Divine Liturgy in person each 

Sunday has been reduced to 12. Please sign up on our website if you feel comfortable and 

would like to attend in person. 

 

We continue to Livestream the Divine Liturgy on Sunday mornings at 10:00 am or you 

can watch the recorded Divine Liturgy anytime via our Website https://stjohnsphila.org/ 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, Metropolitan Theodosius, 

Serbian Patriarch Irinej, the 263,000 victims of the Covid-19 virus, Marci Moore (7 ys.), 

Mauro DeFeo (Carolyn Dardaris’ father), Raphael Theokary, Deacon Stephen Stefani and 

those servicemen and women who have fallen asleep in the Lord. If you have a name to 

add to the Commemorations for the departed or the living please email 

info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, those suffering 

with the Covid-19 virus, Archbishop Anastasios, Reader Chris Manosis, William Spiro,  

Newly Illuminated Sophia Grace Garcia, Florina & Drew Garcia, Godparents Costina & 

Michael Morrison, Linda Turner, Marie Portway (Nancy Ghicondey’s Mother), Joyce & 

Maurice Robert (Christine Dardaris’ Mom & Dad), Jim Ghicondey, Sophia Sarkos 

(Michele’s sister), Lisa Kosta Bowser, Lee Gedremenc, Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, 

Lisa Kelley, Donna Hlavcek, Virginia Daka, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, 

and the men and women serving in the Armed Forces.  
 

Mark your calendar - Christmas Eve Liturgy, Thursday, December 24th @ 4:30 pm. If 

you are not able to join in person please consider Livestreaming!  
 

OCA Church School: if you are interested in having your children attend please click 

this link https://www.oca.org/ocs  Classes are held every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 
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