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 Epistle: Hebrews 13:17-21 Gospel: Luke 6:17-23 

 

The Prifti Family is looking for a part time companion (paid position) for Evangeline 

Prifti. Evangeline lives in Media PA. If you or someone you know is interested in this 

position please contact Joanne Prifti Nicholas at 847-404-7665. 
 

Christmas Card Alert: Again, this year, we are asking our parishioners to send 

Christmas cards to those who are not able to come to church and those who are ill. If you 

have someone who could use some holiday cheer, please send us their name & address. A 

list will be sent to you upon your request. Email  info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Upcoming Events:  

Dec 6th 40 Day Memorial Raphael Theokary 

Thursday Dec 24th Christmas Eve Liturgy 4:30 pm 

January 6, 2021 Parish Council Meeting 7:00 pm  ZOOM Link will be sent. 
 

OCA Church School: if you are interested in having your children attend please click 

this link https://www.oca.org/ocs  Classes are held every Tuesday at 7:00 pm. 

 

Message from the Dardaris Family: Dear St. John’s Family, We want to thank 

everyone who reached out to us to express sympathy and condolences for the passing of 

our beloved dad/Pop. Your cards, calls, and messages were greatly appreciated and, as 

always, we felt the love from our church family. We miss and love you all. Stay safe and 

well, hopefully we will all be together again soon. God bless. With love and gratitude,  

Carolyn, Mike, Zach, Michelle and The DeFeo Family   

 

Congratulations to our newly elected officers for the 2021 Parish Council: 

Chairperson: Donna Dimitri, Vice-Chairperson: Sergio Georgi, Secretary: Reem Tarazi, 

Treasurer: Zach Smith, Trustees: Christine Dardaris, Davit Jishkariani, Nilda Salavachi.  
 

Contribution update: Contribution statements (for contributions you made as of Nov 

30, 2020) were emailed to all parishioners. If you did not receive a statement or there is a 

discrepancy contact treasurer@stjohnsphila.org  Another statement will be sent toward 

the middle of Jan 2021, which will include all contributions for 2020. That will be the 

statement you use for your tax return. As of Nov. 30th, we have received pledges totaling 

$52,579.00.  Our goal is $55,000.00. Thank you to those who have pledged this year.   
 

Mark your calendar - Christmas Eve Liturgy, Thursday, December 24th @ 4:30 pm. If 

you are not able to join in person please consider Livestreaming!  
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, Metropolitan Theodosius, 

Serbian Patriarch Irinej, the 263,000 victims of the Covid-19 virus, Raphael Theokary, 

Mary Croke (5 yrs.) Gregory Bendo (7 yrs.), Kiki Notskas (22 yrs.), Mauro DeFeo 

(Carolyn Dardaris’ father), Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women 

who have fallen asleep in the Lord. If you have a name to add to the Commemorations for 

the departed or the living please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, those suffering 

with the Covid-19 virus, Archbishop Anastasios, Reader Chris Manosis, William Spiro,  

Newly Illuminated Sophia Grace Garcia, Florina & Drew Garcia, Godparents Costina & 

Michael Morrison, Linda Turner, Marie Portway (Nancy Ghicondey’s Mother), Joyce & 

Maurice Robert (Christine Dardaris’ Mom & Dad), Jim Ghicondey, Sophia Sarkos 

(Michele’s sister), Lisa Kosta Bowser, Lee Gedremenc, Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, 

Lisa Kelley, Donna Hlavcek, Virginia Daka, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, 

and the men and women serving in the Armed Forces.  
 

Per Shume Vjet Gezuar! Dec 4 Great Martyr Barbara, Dec 6 St. Nicholas, Dec 12 St. 

Spiridon, Dec 15 St. Eleutherios, Dec 17 Holy Prophet Daniel, Dec 23 St. Naum, Dec 25 

Christmas Day, Sunday after Christmas St. Joseph the Betrothed, St. David the King, 

Dec 27 St. Stephen the Protomartyr 

 

Monthly Giving for December - your Christmas offering 

Eleventh Sunday of Luke 

Excuse Me From the Banquet 

 

The Lord spoke this parable, “A man once gave a great banquet, and invited many; 

and at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been 

invited, ‘Come, for all is now ready.’ “But, one by one, they all began to make 

excuses. The first said to him, ‘I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it; I 

pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have bought five yoke of oxen, and 

I go to examine them; I pray you, have me excused.’ And another said, ‘I have 

married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.’ So the servant came and reported this to 

his master. “Then the householder in anger said to his servant, ‘Go out quickly to the 

streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and maimed and blind and lame.’ 

And the servant said, ‘Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is 

room.’ And the master said to the servant, 

‘Go out to the highways and hedges, and compel people to come in, that my house 

may be filled. For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my 

banquet. For many are called, but few are chosen.’” 
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