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 CHRIST IS RISEN! INDEED HE IS RISEN! 

  KRISHTI U NGJALL! VERTET U NGJALL! 
 

As we continue to shelter in place and experience a Pascha like no other, we pray you 

take comfort in the Resurrection of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. May God Bless all 

you and your families as we proclaim - Christ is Risen! Indeed He is Risen! 

 

Visit our WEBSITE  for additional information. As we enter the most Holy Week of the 

year, we hope you continue to “shelter in place” and practice “social distancing”. The 

medical experts maintain this is what will contain the Covid-19 Virus and allow us to 

return to a somewhat normal life. 
  

 

Please continue to support the Church so that together we may serve our family and our 

community during this difficult time. We have online giving available on our church 

website click  DONATE  Your offerings of support may also be submitted by mail to the 

church. Thank you! 
 

Pascha Donation: Thank you very much to those who sent Pascha donations either 

online or via a check through the mail. Your generosity is greatly appreciated. 

 

Great and Holy Friday the Orthodox Church commemorates the death of Christ on the 

Cross. This is the culmination of the observance of His Passion by which our Lord 

suffered and died for our sins. This commemoration begins on Thursday evening with the 

Matins of Holy Friday and concludes with a Vespers on Friday afternoon that observes 

the unnailing of Christ from the Cross and the placement of His body in the tomb. 

Commemoration of Great and Holy Friday on this day we commemorate the 

sufferings of Christ: the mockery, the crown of thorns, the scourging, the nails, the thirst, 

the vinegar and gall, the cry of desolation, and all the Savior endured on the Cross. 

The day of Christ's death is the day of sin. The sin which polluted God's creation from the 

breaking dawn of time reached its frightful climax on the hill of Golgotha. There, sin and 

evil, destruction and death came into their own. Ungodly men had Him nailed to the 

Cross, in order to destroy Him. However, His death condemned irrevocably the fallen 

world by revealing its true and abnormal nature. 

 

Great and Holy Saturday our focus is on the Tomb of Christ. This is no ordinary grave. 

It is not a place of corruption, decay and defeat. It is life-giving, a source of power, 

victory and liberation. Great Saturday is the day between Jesus' death and His 

resurrection. It is the day of watchful expectation, in which mourning is being 

transformed into joy. The day embodies in the fullest possible sense the meaning of 

xarmolipi - joyful-sadness, which has dominated the celebrations of Great Week. The 

hymnographer of the Church has penetrated the profound mystery, and helps us to 

understand it through the following poetic dialogue that he has devised between Jesus 

and His Mother:  
 

 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Archbishop Nikon, Victims of Covid-19 virus, 

Thomas Dimitri (24 yrs.), Daniel Coraluzzi (4 yrs.), Brent Ledford (4 yrs.), 

Arthur Marquess, Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women who have 

fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.   If you have a name to add to the 

Commemorations for the departed or the living please email info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living: Health care workers, First responders, those suffering 

with the Covid-19 virus, Tina Smith, John Pratsinakis, Dr. Joseph Zavatsky, Fred 

Graziani, William, Dorothy Tomassini, William Spiro, Roxane Ghicondey, Lee 

Constantine Elia, Janice Leyden, Lisa Kosta Bowser, Erin Thack, Paul, Lee Gedremenc, 

Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, Lisa Kelley, Donna Hlavcek, George Robos, Virginia 

Daka, Haretina (Papa) Milo, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, and the men and 

women serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

Nick Naum Scholarship Applications:  are being accepted. The applications must be 

submitted by June 1, 2020 via email to NNapplication  Information is available on our 

website https://stjohnsphila.org/scholarship  or by emailing  

nnscholarship@stjohnsphila.org  The following are members of the Nick Naum 

Scholarship Committee: Diane Coraluzzi, Carolyn Dardaris, Sandi Fiss, Stephanie Kosta, 

Nicole Ferrara, Reem Tarazi. 

On the Great and Holy Feast of Pascha, 

Orthodox Christians celebrate the life-giving 

Resurrection of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 

This feast of feasts is the most significant day in 

the life of the Church. It is a celebration of the 

defeat of death, as neither death itself nor the 

power of the grave could hold our Savior captive. 

In this victory that came through the Cross, Christ 

broke the bondage of sin, and through faith offers 

us restoration, transformation, and eternal life. 
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