
Parish Council Meeting 

Monday, March 2, 2020 

Saint John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church 

 

Meeting opened with prayer at 7:13 p.m. 

 

Roll Call (two on conference call) 

Parish Council Members Present: Donna Dimitri, Sergio Georgi, Wes Hanson, Fiori Papa, 

Linda Biando, Elena Shomos (conference call) 

Auxiliary Members Present: Steve Coraluzzi (conference call), Zachary Smith, Grigor Lakuriqi 

 

Secretary’s Report  

Donna Dimitri presented the minutes from the February 2020 meeting. There were no questions 

or amendments. Linda Biando moved to accept the minutes as presented, seconded by Sergio 

Georgi, and approved unanimously as written. 

 

Treasurer’s Report 

No report. It will be presented in April 2020. Donna Dimitri presented some new pledges made 

by parishioners. We have had several new recurring parishioners. The investment account is 

$151,000, down because of the coronavirus. We have 32 pledges totaling $22,839. We have 

received icon payments over the past month, but the amounts received are not input yet. 

 

Chairperson Report: Donna Dimitri 

1. Sign the sheet acknowledgement of the sexual misconduct policy. 
 

2. Soup-er Bowl Sunday. Last year donations were made for $250.00 to Sunday Breakfast 

Mission and $250.00 to Chosen 300 Group. Who this year? Broad Street Ministry 
 

3. Father Dennis Rhodes will serve the Presanctified Liturgies during Lent March 4, 11, 18, 

April 1 & 8, March 25th will celebrate a Vesperal Liturgy for Annunciation. He will also 

serve on Lazarus Saturday 10:00 am Liturgy and will attend the Lazarus Day retreat. 

Services during holy week: April 15 – Holy Unction, April 17th Holy Friday 7:00 pm, April 

18, Holy Saturday 10:00 am and Pascha 11:30 pm. Plan in place to baptize Evisa & 

Greg Boyle’s daughter on Saturday, May 23rd.  
 

4. OCMC: Sent $500.00 donation to each of the 6 missionary families serving in Albania.  
Anastasia Pamela Barksdale, Georgia G. Bendo, The Hoppe Family, The Macdonald 

Family, The Risti Family, The Sarigianis Family 

 

Committee/Other Reports/Old Business 

Sunday School: Steve Coraluzzi reported that Sunday School has been going well and that they 

have been using the new room, and making repairs to some other parts of the old room. This 

past Sunday the Sunday School had a very successful Breakfast Sandwich coffee hour, and the 

goal is to have Sunday School fundraiser to donate money for the new windows in the church 

hall. Steve reported on a candy bar sale that may supplement the Sunday School fundraiser for 



the window. Coming up we have Lazarus Saturday before Pascha and Father Dennis will be 

doing a children’s service. Last year Lazarus Saturday was poorly attended. A discussion 

ensued around the viability of the candy bar sale. A discussion also arose around prepaid coffee 

hours. 

 

Wes Hanson presented on the letter draft on the priest preferences and a draft has been sent 

to various officials in the OCA and Father Dennis. Any progress on finding a priest will need to 

wait until a bishop is appointed. The letter was resent to the council.  

 

Archdiocesan Sexual Harassment Policy: Everyone who was present has signed the new 

form and it will be distributed to other members of council and Sunday School teachers in the 

next week. 

 

Metropolitan Visit: Fiori presented. Everyone turned up on time and early. The church was 

already full at 9:40. The choir sounded excellent. Fiori thanked Donna for all the assistance, as 

well as Steve Coraluzzi and Nicole Pappas for coordination of coffee hour. The Metropolitan 

was very inclusive particularly knowing how diverse our church is. There were some issues with 

a priest who delivered the homily at the liturgy. A discussion ensued about the future bishop of 

the Albanian Archdiocese and the actions to take on the future bishop nomination.  

 

Luncheon for Father Brooks: Elena Shomos presented that Father Brooks has been out of 

town and will be reaching out upon his return.  

 

New Business 

Pascha Preparations: Candles will be ordered by Steve Ghicondes as well as palms and candle 

holders. Fiori Papa will take care of the flowers.  

 

Sunday of Orthodoxy: Normally the kids do the candle stand and collection. Steve will email 

parents to see how many children will be in church this Sunday. 

 

We will organize parking at the Catholic lot. Lazarus Saturday is also being organized, see the 

report on Sunday School. We need flour, yeast, and pizza. We have discussed organizing an 

egg hunt for the children for Lazarus Saturday.  

 

Linda Biando brought up cleanup after Pascha and Great and Holy Friday. Generally, people 

just stay, but in the past, we have requested parishioners to stay. We will be requesting families 

to bring in a half dozen red eggs. 

 

The next meeting will be Tuesday, April 7th, at 7:00pm. 

 

The meeting lasted one hour and forty-two minutes and adjourned at 8:55 p.m. following a 

motion by Elena Shomos and a second by Linda Biando. 

 

Respectfully submitted, Elena Shomos 


