
Parish Council Meeting 
December 2, 2020 
Remote Zoom Meeting 
 
Roll Call 
Parish Council Members Present: Donna Dimitri, Sergio Georgi, Nilda Salavachi, 
Christine Dardaris, Davit Jishkariani, Zachary Smith, Reem Tarazi 
Clergy: Father Dennis  
Sunday School Director: Steve Coraluzzi 
Auxiliary Members Present: Linda Notskas, Linda Biando, Elena Shomos 
 
Guests: Peter Ghicondey, Davit Jishkariani, Christine Dardaris, Reem Tarazi, William 
Rubis 
 
Meeting opened with prayer at 7:16pm 
 
Swearing in of Members 
Reem Tarazi, Christine Dardaris, and Zachary Smith were blessed as members of Council 
by Father Dennis Rhodes. 
 
Election of Officers 
Zachary Smith nominated Donna Dimitri for Chairperson, seconded by Christine 
Dardaris. There were no further nominations. 
 
Nilda Salvachi nominated Sergio Georgi for Vice-Chair, seconded by Reem Tarazi. 
There were no further nominations. 
 
Donna Dimitri nominated Zachary Smith for Treasurer, seconded by Nilda Salavachi. 
There were no further nominations. 
 
Donna Dimitri nominated Reem Tarazi for Secretary, seconded by Zachary Smith. There 
were no further nominations. 
 
Davit Jishkariani, Nilda Salavachi, and Christine Dardaris were nominated as Trustees. 
 
Positions were elected unanimously. 
 
Secretary’s Report  
Elena Shomos presented the minutes from the November 2020 meeting. Reem Tarazi 
moved to accept and Davit Jishkariani seconded. Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
 
Investment account and checking account are up. Pledges are up as well by around 
$10,000. We have received 52,500 out of 55,000 budgeted. About $2000 was raised from 
the October appeal letter. The icon sale is also close, we have received $11940 out of 



$12000.  This consisted of both checks in the mail and online donations. We anticipate 
reaching our budgeted goal of pledges because contribution statements were sent out.  
 
In 2019 we had 82 pledges, but in 2020 we have had 92 pledges. Pascha, Christmas, and 
the special appeal letter are not part of the pledges. 
 
This month we paid Orthodox Web Solutions for our website.  
 
Reem Tarazi moved to accept the report, seconded by Davit Jishkariani. Motion passed. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Report 
Fiori Papa absent. Nothing to report. 
 
Chairperson Report 
Chairperson’s Report: January 2020 Report presented by Donna Dimitri-  

 
1) In the process of setting up a meeting with Gothic window installer to address water 

leak issue. Will also have them install downspouts from upper roof directly to 
downspout to ground. 

2) Minimal Christmas decorations were put up this past Sunday 
3) 2021 Calendars have been ordered from Vestal Publishing. Vraim Funeral Home 

donates the calendars each year. 
4) Last month we spoke about the Icon auction. Volunteer to prepare a letter to be sent 

indicting if you want to keep you Icons for the same donation please let us know.  If 
you want to return the Icons please do so by Jan 31st.  We can try a virtual auction. 

5) Would like a volunteer to coordinate the background checks that are required by the 
Archdiocese for the Parish Council members, Sunday school teachers, Readers, 
Priests. Fiori Papa was the overseer of this project the past 2 years. She will train 
the person who takes this over. Background checks are needed for Christine, Davit 
and Reem. 

6) I will email the Prevention of Sexual Harassment Policy to everyone. Please take a 
moment to read over the policy. Included in the email with the Policy will be a 
sheet with the following: 

 
“I hereby certify that I have been provided a copy of the Policies, Standards and 
Procedures of the Orthodox Church in America on Sexual Misconduct, that I have 
read and understand the duties and obligations set forth therein, and will fully and 
at all times comply with and perform those duties and obligations.”   

 
      Please sign this form and email it to me.  If you plan to attend church between now 
and the middle of January the form will be available at church for you to sign at church. 
We are required by the Albanian Archdiocese to complete this form 
 
Sunday School Report 
Steve Coraluzzi reported on the upcoming project to gather videos from the students and 
others in the parish to wish their church family and friends Happy Holidays. Sergio has 



set up a website that people can upload to directly, and Steve will communicate that to 
the parish. Steve will attempt to stitch the videos into one long stream, or the videos will 
remain uploaded online separately.  
 
Technology Report 
Sergio reported that the live stream is going well, and Peter Ghicondey and Gregory 
Dardaris have been helping. The new setup following the COVID-19 guidelines is 
working well. The donation forms and buttons are now live on the website. Sergio also 
worked on importing names into the Square portal so that we have a running database to 
use for a Christmas email donation campaign. Sergio has thus far collected 60 addresses 
from parishioners and can import all 250 addresses from the parish. Discussion ensued 
around whether to send two letters, one in print and one electronically, to parishioners. 
Council members were in favor of sending two with added language about donating 
electronically. Sergio will send a test email to Parish Council with the template. 
Discussion also ensued about a text alert system managed by the church, and people will 
look into this in the new year. 
 
Father Dennis Report 
Father Dennis had nothing to report.  
 
Old Business 

• Altar server robes: materials have been ordered and Father Dennis received two 
boxes of fabric today. Father Dennis will get to work on making them.  

 
New Business 

• The list of military personnel, shut-ins, and sick who receive Christmas cards: we 
run a program to send cards to people. This has been successful. The list is 
available on request at the candle stand and via e-mail.  

• Christmas preparations: the church is decorated, and we will have the Christmas 
Eve liturgy on December 24, 2020 at 4:30 p.m.  

• Linda Biando brought up several items, including having Mr. and Mrs. Claus 
appear in the videos; we are unlikely to have Souper Bowl Sunday for our charity 
event, so she brought up an email campaign. Donna brought up having Council 
donate $500 instead of asking parishioners again for money. Father Dennis 
suggested letting people know that we are making the donation and that they can 
help cover the cost if they like.  

• We sent $150 to the OCA stewards fund. Reem brought up the possibility of 
additional donations to charities of interest to specific parishioners.  

• Christine has noticed that there are late parishioners arriving and not observing 
mask rules or social distancing. Donna suggested letting her know so that Donna 
and Davit can direct parishioners.  

• Nilda brought up the Giving Tuesday fundraiser from last year. This year Nilda 
put the same goal up and we are short of the goal. Nilda will make sure the Giving 
Tuesday fundraiser is up on the parish Facebook.  

• Linda N reminded us all that Father Dennis is our priest and should educate us 
from the pulpit. She also brought up the rope in the back of the church barring the 



center aisle and its absence recently. At the moment there are not enough 
parishioners in church to need the rope.  
 

The next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday, January 6th, at 7:00 p.m.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:00 with a closing prayer from Father Dennis. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Zachary Smith 


