
Parish Council Meeting 
November 4, 2020 
Remote Zoom Meeting 
 
Roll Call 
Parish Council Members Present: Donna Dimitri, Sergio Georgi, Linda Biando, Elena 
Shomos, Wes Hansen, Nilda Salavachi  
Clergy: Father Dennis (absent) 
Auxiliary Members Present: Linda Notskas, Zach Smith, Peter Ghicondey, Davit 
Jishkariani, Christine Dardaris, Reem Tarazi, Steve Coraluzzi, William Rubis 
 
Meeting opened with prayer at 7:08pm 
 
Secretary’s Report  
Elena Shomos presented the minutes from the October 2020 meeting. Elena will send 
minutes from the October 28 meeting and tonight’s meeting. Linda Biando motioned to 
accept and Nilda seconded.  Motion passed. 
 
Treasurer’s Report 
Over $1000 raised from the October appeal letter. This consisted of both checks in the 
mail and online donations. We need to discuss the “donate” button on the website 
because there is some confusion about whether a contribution is to be designated as a 
pledge or as a one-time donation. Square has more options. Sergio will look into 
changing the language for the donate buttons or adding sub-categories. 
 
Expenses are currently low in general. Insurance went up (not unsurprising considering 
the number of claims we had last year). Father Dennis’ stipend was increased to $300 per 
week. Father Emmanuel will be given an honorarium of $150 for his services on the 
November 8 Name Day. 
 
We discussed the remaining payments we are waiting on for the icons and pledges. We 
generally do not call or send an invoice for a pledge or icon payment. Many people will 
pay at the end of the year. We might want to think of ways to encourage advance 
payment for icons (day of bid). We have received about $42,000 of the approximately 
$47,000 pledged. Wes motioned to accept the report, seconded by Linda Biando. Motion 
passed. 
 
Vice-Chairperson Report 
Fiori Papa absent. Nothing to report. 
 
Chairperson Report 
Presented by Donna Dimitri. 
 
Wes and Zach will draft the Christmas letter that will go out in the second week of 
December. The Christmas Eve service will be at 4:30pm on December 24 and will adhere 
to the same guidelines as other services. 



 
Father Dennis Report 
Father Dennis absent. Nothing to report. 
 
Sunday School Report 
Steve and Zach will work on a children’s Christmas collage on Zoom. 
 
Technology Report 
There was a technical glitch with the last live-stream. All streams for November are now 
scheduled so hopefully there are no delays in the future. There is a new interface with 
three microphones that is working, but the audio is about the same. Sergio will bring a 
fourth microphone for the Name Day celebration. 
 
Old Business 

• We will resend the additional donations letter via email early next week. 
• Directory announcement will be in the messenger this week 

 
New Business 

• Power Church. Do we want to continue using this or change platforms? The cost 
is $450 per year. We could form a committee to look for different options. First 
Sergio will look into this and share out with the group. We have recently paid for 
the upcoming year so there is not a time crunch. 

• Icon Auction. We have options. We could ask people who still have icons if they 
want to commit to paying for the icon again. We can also do an online auction for 
additional icons. Members of Parish Council can help picking up old icons if 
people do not want to keep them and don’t feel comfortable dropping them off at 
church. We can reach out individually to the 37 people who have icons (there are 
about 25 people outside of Parish Council members). We do need to be direct 
about the language when we reach out to people who haven’t paid for an icon that 
they have at home right now. Donna will prepare a letter and send it to Council 
for review. 

• Alter server robes. Father Dennis is tailor and has offered to make robes (two or 
three in each size). Linda Biando will help look for fabric. Once we have a price 
estimate we can decide if we want to proceed with this project. 

• Nilda will organize Giving Tuesday and Christmas donations on Facebook. 
• We will send $100 to the Orthodox Stewardship fundraiser 
• Only very minimal Christmas decorations this year 
• Donna will contact Vraim funeral home about the free calendars 
• Parish Council swearing in will be on Sunday, November 8. Details need to be 

confirmed with Father Dennis since he is the one who administers the oath. 
 

The next Parish Council meeting is Wednesday, December 2 at 7:00pm.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 8:54pm with a closing prayer from Linda N. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 



Elena Shomos 


