
 

 

The Weekly Messenger – August 11, 2019 

St. John Chrysostom Albanian Orthodox Church 
237 North 17th Street, Philadelphia, PA 19103   215-563-0979  

Website:  https://www.stjohnsphila.org 

Email address: info@stjohnsphila.org  
 

Epistle: St. Paul’s First Letter to the Corinthians 1:10-17  Gospel: Matthew 14:14-22 

 

Transfiguration August 6thThe transfiguration of Christ is one of the central events recorded in 

the gospels. Immediately after the Lord was recognized by His apostles as “the Christ [Messiah], 

the Son of the Living God,” He told them that “He must go up to Jerusalem and suffer many 

things . . . and be killed and on the third day be raised” (Mt 16). The announcement of Christ’s 

approaching passion and death was met with indignation by the disciples. And then, after 

rebuking them, the Lord took Peter, James, and John “up to a high mountain”—by tradition 

Mount Tabor—and was “transfigured before them.”  The feast of the Transfiguration is presently 

celebrated on the sixth of August, probably for some historical reason. The summer celebration of 

the feast, however, has lent itself very well to the theme of transfiguration. The blessing of 

grapes, as well as other fruits and vegetables on this day is the most beautiful and adequate sign 

of the final transfiguration of all things in Christ. It signifies the ultimate flowering and 

fruitfulness of all creation in the paradise of God’s unending Kingdom of Life where all will he 

transformed by the glory of the Lord. 
 

Dormition of the Theotokos The feast of the Dormition or Falling-asleep of the Theotokos is 

celebrated on the fifteenth of August, preceded by a two-week fast. This feast, which is also 

sometimes called the Assumption, commemorates the death, resurrection and glorification of 

Christ’s mother. It proclaims that Mary has been “assumed” by God into the heavenly kingdom of 

Christ in the fullness of her spiritual and bodily existence. 

As with the nativity of the Virgin and the feast of her entrance to the temple, there are no biblical 

or historical sources for this feast. The Tradition of the Church is that Mary died as all people die, 

not “voluntarily” as her Son, but by the necessity of her mortal human nature which is indivisibly 

bound up with the corruption of this world. 
 

Eighth Sunday after Pentecost The Miracle of the Five Loaves and Two Fishes: 

At that time, Jesus saw a great throng; and he had compassion on them and healed their sick. 

When it was evening, the disciples came to him and said, "This is a lonely place, and the day is 

now over; send the crowds away to go into the villages and buy food for themselves." Jesus said, 

"They need not go away; you give them something to eat." They said to him, "We have only five 

loaves here and two fish." And he said, "Bring them here to me." Then he ordered the crowds to 

sit down on the grass; and taking the five loaves and the two fish he looked up to heaven, and 

blessed, and broke and gave the loaves to the crowds. And they all ate and were satisfied. And 

they took up twelve baskets full of the broken pieces left over. And those who ate were about five 

thousand men, besides women and children. Then he made the disciples get into the boat and go 

before him to the other side, while he dismissed the crowds. 

https://www.goarch.org/chapel/lectionary?type=gospel&code=106&event=979 

 

 

We will have visiting priests for the next few months When you approach the chalice 

to receive communion please say your first name prior loud enough for the Priest to hear. 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Elizabeth Jones, Taso Gjidede, Lena Costalas, 

Rose Adams, Jorgjia Kashari, Father Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and 

women who have fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country. If you have a 

name to add to the Commemorations for the departed or the living please email  

info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Commemorations for the Living:  Archbishop Nikon, Deacon Michael Shoka, Newly 

illuminated Nicholas Gremi, Newly illuminated Christian Kittel, Fjori & Ilir Gremi, 

Laureta & John Kittel, Grigor Lakuriqi, newly married Wes & Amy, Newly married Lino 

& Angela, Sara, Andrew Quiris, Lee Gedremenc (Bill Bortner’s father), Tala Ayyad, 

Diane Mallios, Evangeline Prifti, Lisa Kelley, Donna Hlavcek, Father Dimitrie Vincent, 

George Robos, Dolly Seiler, Virginia Daka, Haretina (Papa) Milo, Dhimiter Ndrecka, 

Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, and  the men and women serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

New Series: In the coming months we are going to include with the Weekly Messenger, 

educational information taken from the Orthodox Church in America website 

https://oca.org/   Specifically The Orthodox Faith series which is intended to provide 

basic, comprehensive information on the faith and life of the Orthodox Church. The 

second article is an overview of the Sacraments. 

Coffee Hour Sponsors:   All Sundays have a Sponsor.  Thank you very much!!!   

August 11th Qendro & Plesati Families 

August 18th   Sergio & Colleen Xhoxhi 

August 25th Nilda & Spartak 

Sept 1st Tarazi – Chanoine Family 
 

Upcoming Events: 

Friday, August 30th Edlira Tegu & Kevin Delussey Wedding 1:00 pm 

Sept 15th Liturgy and Picnic Neshaminy State Park 12:00 pm 

Sept 19th – 21st Archdiocesan Assembly Natick MA     

Sept 22nd First day of Sunday school 

SATURDAY Oct 5th Church Clean-up Day 
 

Welcome to our visitors. Thank you for celebrating the Divine Liturgy with us. We 

invite you to join us for coffee hour and fellowship in the church hall following the 

Divine Liturgy.  
 

August giving:  4 oz or 8 oz bottles of water. 
. 

Welcome Father Emmanuel Pratsinakis Thank you for serving today! 
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