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The Fourth Ecumenical Council:  Together, in 451, Emperor Marcian and Empress 

Pulcheria called another general council, this time on a far broader scale, to give the Church the 

opportunity to resolve the differences while still being completely faithful to the Nicene Creed. 

This illustrious council became known as the Fourth Ecumenical Council. With 630 bishops in 

attendance, it was the largest of all seven of the Ecumenical Councils. It was held in Chalcedon, 

not far from Constantinople, in Asia Minor. 

 

This council defended the teaching of Saint Cyril on the “hypostatic union” of Christ’s divine and 

human natures as expressed at the Council of Ephesus of 431. It also expressed the Antiochian 

emphasis on the genuine humanity of Jesus as expressed in the Formulary of Peace, as well as the 

Roman emphasis on the ongoing distinctiveness of the fully divine and fully human natures of 

Christ, as expressed in the language of Leo’s Tome. Indeed, when Leo’s Tome was read, all the 

bishops were reported to have cried out, “Peter has spoken through Leo!” But the Pope’s 

statement was not the last word. It also was subjected to scrutiny by the fathers at the Council, 

who decided to select parts of it to be woven into the Council’s final doctrinal definition. 
 

The Chalcedonian Definition states that Jesus Christ is indeed the Logos incarnate, the very Son 

of God “begotten of the Father before all ages” (Nicene Creed). It reaffirms that the Virgin Mary 

is truly Theotokos, since the one born from her “according to the flesh” in Bethlehem is the 

uncreated, divine Son of God, one of the Holy Trinity. In His human birth, the Council declared, 

the Word of God took to Himself the whole of humanity, becoming a real man in every way, but 

without sin. Thus, according to the Chalcedonian Definition, Jesus of Nazareth is one person or 

hypostasis in two natures—human and divine—united “without change, without confusion, 

without division, without separation.” He is fully human. He is fully divine. He is perfect God 

and perfect man. As God, He is “of one essence” (homoousios) with God the Father and the Holy 

Spirit. And as man, He is “of one essence” (homoousios) with all human beings, as the Formulary 

of Peace had declared.  

 

The union of divinity and humanity in Christ is called the hypostatic union. This expression 

means that in the one, unique person, or divine hypostasis, of Christ, divine nature and human 

nature are united in such a way that they are neither changed, nor confused, nor separated, nor 

divided. Christ is one Person Who is both human and divine. One and the same divine person (or 

hypostasis) is the Son of God and the Son of Mary. 
https://oca.org/orthodoxy/the-orthodox-faith/church-history/fifth-century/the-fourth-ecumenical-council 

 
 

 

 

Congratulations to the recipients of the 2019 Nick Naum Scholarship:  

Kevin Fiss, son of Sandi & Bob Fiss and grandson of Paula & Jim Bendo 

Adam Coraluzzi, son of Diane & Steve Coraluzzi, grandson of the late Paul Spiro 

Michele Coraluzzi, daughter of Diane & Steve Coraluzzi, granddaughter of Paul Spiro 

The scholarships will be presented following the Divine Liturgy on July 29th. 
 

Commemorations for the Departed: Lilly Shallapi, Michael Theokary, Jorgjia Kashari 

(2 yrs.), Father Deacon Stephen Stefani and those servicemen and women who have 

fallen asleep in the Lord in the service of their Country.  
 

Commemorations for the Living: Donna Hlavcek, Father Dimitrie Vincent, Dolly 

Seiler, Sara, Wayne Merkle, Elizabeth Jones, Ann Gjoka, Virginia Daka, Haretina (Papa) 

Milo, Margarita, Peter Melnik, Dhimiter Ndrecka, Pandeli, Jorgaq, Lefteri, and all of the 

men and women serving in the Armed Forces. 
 

If you have a name to add to the Commemorations for the departed or the living please 

email  info@stjohnsphila.org 
 

Outdoor Liturgy and Church Picnic:  Sunday, August 26, 2018 at Neshaminy State 

Park.  We will meet at 12:00 pm and celebrate the Divine Liturgy.  Following the 

Liturgy, we will gather for a picnic. Food, music, dancing, games, a day of fun! Bring a 

friend. 
 

Coffee Hour Sponsors: Please check the sign-up sheet in the vestibule and pick a date 

or visit our website and signup online: https://teamup.com/ksqta3sqv6k1qvr2o7 

July 8th Elvira & Erion Gusho 

July 15th The Qendro Family 

July 22nd Zoidis Family 

July 29th Pandi & Liska Bello in honor of Pandi’s Nameday 

August 5th Linda Kosta in memory of Harry’s 100th Birthday 
 

Upcoming Events: 

July 22nd 1 - year memorial Tom Zoidis 

July 23rd – 27th All American Council & Archdiocesan Assembly St. Louis MO 

Aug 3rd – Aug 5th AANO Convention Washington D.C. 

Aug 14th Vesperal Liturgy – Dormition of the Theotokos 7:00 pm followed by pot luck 

Aug 19th Wedding of Costina Bacuta & Michael Morrison 1:00 pm 

Aug 26th Divine Liturgy & Church Picnic Neshaminy State Park 12:00 pm 

Saturday Sept 15th Church clean-up day 10:00 am and  

         Charity & Benevolence prep for Sunday Sept 16th 

 

July Giving: Paper towels  
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